
A BIT OF INFORMATION ON A FEW OF OUR AMAZING TEAM 
MEMBERS

Basley was born on March 9th, 1973 in Dodoma. He 
was born deaf. He is the fifth born of three brothers 
and three sisters. His Mother paid for him to be sent 
to a primary school for deaf students in Mwanga, 
however she did not have the funds to keep up with 
his education fees therefore Basley was not able to 
continue through Secondary School. Basley got the 
funds to enroll in a year-long program in Mwanga to 
be trained in Carpentry. Upon completing this course, 
he travelled to Tanga to seek employment.
Basley was unable to find employment that paid him 
a decent alary in this area so his brother got him a job 
at the Burka Workshop in Arusha. Basley then trav-
elled to Arusha to work in the Burka Workshop, how-
ever not long after, Burka was forced to down size and 

Basley was left without work once again. Saskia invited Basley to come and join the team at 
Shanga. He traveled to Nairobi to be trained in Glass bead Making. Basley now makes a lot of 
the beads that we use today at Shanga. The Beads are called ‘Basley Beads’ after him. He uses 
a Kiln in the Glass Department to make these beads. When there is no need for beads in the 
store, Basley uses his time to assist the Glass Blowers. He said that he wants to keep improving 
his skills and thoroughly enjoys working in the Glass Department. He is a very valuable part of 
the team and always has a big smile on his face.  He loves to share experiences and welcomes 
all visitors to Shanga.

Mary was born without any legs and for the first 10 years of 
her life, and her mobility was limited to moving around on her 
hands. At the age of 10 years she was provided with a wheel-
chair. Mary went to a regular government primary school, but 
when she applied to go to secondary school, they wouldn’t ac-
cept her due to her disability. Because of this, Mary was tak-
en by her Pastor to Usa River near Arusha, and enrolled at 
a college for disabled people, with fees being paid for by the 
Pastor. After three years, Mary earned a qualification in sew-
ing. Whilst at college in Usa River, Mary heard about Shanga 
from a school friend. She asked for a job and with her excellent tailoring skills, was taken 
on immediately. Mary has been with Shanga since August 2012 and is responsible for 
drawing, cutting and stitching material for different Shanga products. Her favorite thing 
to make is the Elephant Pillow. Mary really enjoys working at Shanga due to the family 
environment. She has made many friends here and is able to support herself – she even 
has a gas cooker at home! In the future, Mary would like to learn English and open her 
own sewing business. She would like to design her own clothes and start a clothing line.



Maria started working at Shanga on 9th September 
2009. Maria met with Saskia’s driver who told her that 
Saskia was offering jobs to disabled people and she en-
quired and was offered a job based on her skills in sew-
ing, where she has been stationed ever since. Shanga 
has had a very positive impact on her life. Maria had 
major health problems towards the end of 2010 and 
Saskia supported her through it and helped her to go 
to Nairobi and have an operation which saved her life.
Disability: Maria fell from a tree when she was 15 years 
old and broke her back, causing mobility issues which 
have also caused her to suffer complications in child 
birth. Maria’s special skill is sewing and her favorite 

Shanga product is the  Elephant cushion because it is a complicated product but now 
she has mastered it. For her the best thing about working at Shanga is that  Shanga has 
a peaceful and happy working environment. Shanga helps people with disabilities by 
providing them with jobs which are difficult to find anywhere else because people do 
not respect disabled people. Within the next three years, Maria hopes to have her own 
sewing business to make clothes for other people.

Amani was born with osteogenesis imperfecta, brittle bone 
disease, and was in and out of hospital throughout his young 
life. He grew up without parents and lived with his grand-
parents in Galapo before being brought to Hudumaya Wale-
mavu in Monduli. Due to his condition, Amani was unable 
to complete Primary school and lived in fear of further in-
jury every day. His bones were still so fragile that even a 
fall out of bed could break them. As Amani grew up to be a 
young teen, his bones began to strengthen and with the help 
of Sarah Rejman, founder of Plaster House, he was able to 
attend Olkokola Vocational Training School. Here, he studied tailoring and learned 
life skills, and eventually moved in to Plaster House, a home in Arusha for children 
to recover from orthopedic surgery or receive care for disabilities. Amani taught the 
other children at Plaster House how to work with beads and gained many independent 
skills that would allow him to become ready for employment.  Amani is also a keen 
athlete and will be competing in the Kilimanjaro Half Marathon for the third time this 
year. He practices every day and is serious about competitive sports. He also enjoys 
playing table tennis and beating his friends without disabilities! In April of 2013, with 
the recommendation of Sarah Rejman from Plaster House, Amani was hired at Shan-
ga. Amani is very creative and enjoys the designing aspect of his work. Since coming 
to Shanga, the biggest change for Amani has been his increased independence and 
the ability to move out of Plaster House and live in his own house. Amani dreams of 
creating his own business which employs disabled people and is planning to buy land 
this year to start working towards his dream.


